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De mp  s e y J.  P r a ppa s ,  J .D. 1952

Mr. Prappas is a WWII Combat Infantryman who participated in the European theater.  
After being honorably discharged from the Army, he received a B.A. degree in Political 
Science and History from the University of Michigan in 1949 followed by a J.D. Degree 
from the University of  Texas Law School in 1952.  He has been a practicing corporate 
attorney for 56 years.  For 25 years he was the Senior Partner of his own firm with 17 
other attorneys.  He lives in Houston, Texas.

Fr a n k W. P ech ac e k,  Jr.,  J .D. 1969

Mr. Pechacek received a business degree from the University of Northern Iowa in 1966 
and a J.D. degree from the UI College of Law in 1969.  In 1993, he formed the law firm of 
Willson & Pechacek, P.L.C., in Council Bluffs, Iowa.  Mr. Pechacek is admitted to practice 
law in Iowa and Nebraska.  He practices primarily in the fields of corporate law, tax, trusts, 
and estates.  He has served as council chair of the Business Law Section of the Iowa State 
Bar Association and editor-in-chief of the 2005 Business Law Manual, and he is a former 
commissioner of the Iowa Supreme Court Nominating Committee.  He currently serves as 
director of Southwest Iowa Educational Foundation, Inc., Mercy Hospital Foundation, and 
Bluffs Arts Foundation.

M a rk  W. P u t n e y,  J .D. 1957

Mr. Putney received a B.A. degree in political science in 1951 and a J.D. degree in 1957 
from The University of Iowa.  He practiced law in Des Moines as a partner in Bradshaw, 
Fowler, Proctor and Fairgrave.  In 1972, he joined Iowa Power and Light Company (now 
MidAmerican Energy Company) as vice president and general counsel.  He served as 
chairman and chief executive officer of the utility holding company from 1984 until his 
retirement in 1992.  He has served as class agent to his UI law graduating class for 25 years, 
and resides in Carefree, Arizona.

Ti mot h y R ay,  J .D. 1994

Mr. Ray is a partner in the Chicago-based law firm Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg LLP’s 
litigation practice group, where he concentrates in complex commercial litigation.  He 
is admitted to practice in Illinois and before the U.S. District Court for the Northern 
District of Illinois and the U.S. Courts of Appeal for the Seventh Circuit.  Mr. Ray has 
tried more than 30 jury trials to verdict in both federal and state courts.  He is a member 
of his firm’s hiring and diversity committees and co-chairs its minority initiative group.  
He is AV® Peer Review Rated with the highest rating by Martindale Hubbell. Named 
one of “40 Illinois Attorneys Under 40 to Watch” in 2004 by the Chicago Daily Law 
Bulletin, he is a member of the Federal Trial Bar; Illinois Supreme Court Planning and 
Oversight Committee for a Judicial Performance Evaluation Program; ISBA and Chicago 
Bar Association Joint Task Force for Funding Judicial Campaigns; Cook County Bar 
Association Board of Directors; and Chicago Committee of Minorities in Large Law 
Firms.  He also serves on the board of directors for the Illinois Sports Facilities Authority 
(ISFA) and Streetwise.
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H e i di  McNe i l Stau de n m a i e r,  J .D. 1985

Ms. Staudenmaier received a B.A. in journalism and broadcasting from the UI in 1981 and 
a J.D. degree in 1985.  She is a partner with the law firm of Snell & Wilmer in Phoenix, 
Arizona, where her areas of practice include Indian law, gaming law, and business litigation. 
Among her many affiliations with the American Bar Association, she serves on the Business 
Law Section Executive Council and was editor-in-chief from 2001 to 2004 of Business 
Law Today.  In addition to currently serving on the ILSF Board, Ms. Staudenmaier was 
a member of the UI Adler School of Journalism and Mass Communication Building 
Campaign Committee. 

Sta n l e y R ich a r d s,  J .D. 1958
Trea su re r

Mr. Richards received a B.S.C. degree in accounting from the UI in 1955 and a J.D. degree 
from the UI College of Law in 1958.  He has worked with General Growth Properties, 
the nation’s second largest owner-developer of regional shopping centers, for more than 
40 years, and resides in Des Moines, Iowa. 

Ja n e A n n Sch i ltz ,  J .D. 1980

A 1980 graduate of the Iowa Law School, Ms. Schiltz is vice president of business markets 
at Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  She was the 
2004-2005 Shannon Scholar at Saint Mary’s College in Notre Dame, Indiana, where she 
had received her B.B.A. degree in 1977. 

Ba rb a r a A. Sch wa rtz,  Fac u lt y

Barbara Schwartz is a clinical professor of law in the UI College of Law. She received a 
B.A. degree in 1967 and an M.A. degree in 1968 from the University of Michigan, and a 
J.D. degree from Wayne State University in 1975. 
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De b or a h M. Th a r n i sh,  J .D. 1980

Ms. Tharnish is a 1980 graduate of the UI College of Law and a shareholder with Davis, 
Brown, Koehn, Shors & Roberts, P.C., where she has practiced since 1980.  She graduated 
from Iowa State University in 1977, and has been involved with the New Directions 
Homeless Shelter, Polk County Volunteer Lawyers Project, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, 
Polk County Judicial Nomination Commission, and the Iowa Defense Counsel Board of 
Directors.  She currently serves on the Board of Directors of Iowa Legal Aid and Public 
Library of Des Moines Foundation.

Da n a Wat e rm  a n, J .D. 1971

Mr. Waterman holds a 1971 J.D. degree from the UI and is a practicing attorney with Lane 
& Waterman, L.L.P., in Davenport, Iowa, and Rock Island, Illinois.  As a member of the 
Iowa State Bar Association, he served on the corporate, banking, and business law sections 
and as chair of the committee on economic development from 1989 to 1990.  He is also a 
member of the labor and employment law, business law, and communications law sections 
of the American Bar Association. He served as chairman of the Iowa Council of School 
Board Attorneys in 1989.

Robe rt E .  You l e ,  J .D. 1976

Mr. Youle is an Equity Member in the Denver, Colorado, office of Sherman & Howard, 
LLC, where he practices in the areas of antitrust and complex commercial litigation.   
Mr. Youle has served as chair of the Colorado Bar Association’s antitrust law subsection, 
adjunct professor of antitrust law at the University of Denver College of Law, and is a 
frequent speaker at continuing legal education seminars.  Mr. Youle is an active volunteer 
for the American Cancer Society, presently serving as chairman of the board of the 
society’s twelve-state Great West Division, and as national chair for advocacy and public 
policy.  He resides in Evergreen, Colorado.
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Student Members

Ci n dy Boy l e 
Co-P re s ident ,  Iowa S tudent  Ba r  Asso c ia t ion

Ms. Boyle is a 2010 J.D. candidate from Ankeny, Iowa. In 2007, she graduated with 
distinction from Iowa State University, where she was a National Merit Scholar, with 
B.A. degrees in Accounting and Finance. Cindy passed the C.P.A. exam in August 2008 
and served as treasurer for both the Iowa Student Bar Association and the Phi Delta Phi 
legal fraternity during her second year. Currently she is the ISBA Co-President and the 
Executive Editor for the Iowa Law Review. She also volunteers with the Volunteer Income 
Tax Assistance Program in Iowa City and Cedar Rapids.

R ach e l Ge i l e n f e l d 
Iowa L aw S chool  Foundat ion S tudent  Repre senta t ive

Ms. Geilenfeld is a 2011 J.D. and M.B.A. candidate from Clear Lake, Iowa.  She received 
a B.A. in Political Science with a minor in Entrepreneurial Studies from Iowa State 
University in 2007.  She is a member of the Iowa Student Bar Association and the 
Phi Delta Phi legal fraternity and is currently employed at AEGON USA Investment 
Management.

Th eod or e J.  Patt on 
Co-P re s ident ,  Iowa S tudent  Ba r  Asso c ia t ion

Mr. Patton is a 2010 J.D. candidate. He received an M.S. in Urban and Regional Planning 
from the University of Iowa in 2009 and was honored with a Sandra Barkan Outstanding 
Graduate Student Mentorship Award. He received a B.A. in Political Science and History 
from the University of  Vermont in 2005 and graduated cum laude.  Mr. Patton has had law 
clerkships with Fiorletta, Naumcheff and Danian in Grand Rapids, Michigan, the United 
States Navy JAG Corps in Newport, Rhode Island, and McKeough Land Co. in Grand 
Haven, Michigan. He serves as the Co-President of the Iowa Student Bar Association 
and the Volume 35 Administrative Editor for the Journal of Corporation Law.  He was the 
President of the McClain Inn of Phi Delta Phi and volunteers more than 100 hours per 
academic year.




